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Abstract 

This study aimed to describe the role of learning the Indonesian language as a foreign 
language in the diplomatic efforts of ASEAN countries and mutual understanding between 
countries, especially by the youth and students. Learning Indonesian for foreigners other 

than teach Indonesian as a means of communication as well as a means of understanding 
among nations of ASEAN. Students learn grammar and language skills such as listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. Research has done by developing a material which 
contains about social issues and culture of Indonesia. ASEAN students respond according 
to his point of view and from the standpoint of teachers convey Indonesia. Research 
Methods has  by applying classroom learning, recording, and analysis of content. The 
results showed that ASEAN students who  studying Indonesian able to understand the 
topic from the Indonesia perspective. The conclusion of the research is learning Indonesian 
for Foreign Speakers require cross-cultural understanding in an integrative way. 

 

Keywords: policy implementation; centralized system; educational funds 
 

INTRODUCTION   

Learning Indonesian for foreign speakers require a wide variety of methods and 

strategies. Many ASEAN students studying Indonesian and termed BIPA (Indonesian for 

Foreign Speakers). The important thing to do is to develop learning materials. One study 

materials BIPA is reading material that must be understood by the students.  

The reading material that is cross-cultural material and its relationship with 

ASEAN.ASEAN students learn Indonesian from Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam.Cross-

cultural knowledge needs to be taught to foreign students. This is very important, 

because this knowledge will strengthen bilateral relations between countries of ASEAN 

and will give rise to a sense of like-minded.  Kai-Uwe Seidenfuss, Yunus Kathawala. 

Keith Dinnie (2013) on Asia Pacific Journal of Marketing and Logistics, Regional and 

country ethnocentrism: broadening ASEAN origin perspectives, said that ASEAN is 

bilateral issues related to ethnocentrism and trends of migration and bilateral relations 

are based on socio-cultural understanding [1]. 

This issue is based on the idea that both the language and culture, indeed 

inseparable. Reznich (1985) stressed that language can reflect the cultural response 

that should be learned by language learners: “Language is inseparable from culture as 

cultural values are reflected in language. Culture is among other things, a set of shared 

values among a people.  Challenges to cross-cultural communication arise when a value 

held in one culture is not held  in another.” [2] 

The importance of mastering the language and cultural awareness of language 

should get a response by combining these two things as a unified concept. This concept 

can be introduced by focusing cultural practicalities. So learn Indonesian for ASEAN 

students a groundbreaking attempt to merge the two poles of this communication. 

Charnvit  Kasetsiri (2004) describes the educational reform and multiculturalism 

in Thailand is one done by revamping the curriculum in schools by teaching the Thai 

language, art, science, social studies, religion and culture, sports, professional and 
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technology and foreign languages. This shows how foreign languages are developed in 

line with the cultural understanding [3].  Philipine  case, Rosa Maria I, Llanes  (2004) 

said that the understanding that Cultural diversity as an effect of history, a colonial 

mentality and pro-western attitude pose a problem. The diversity of dialects is now being 

studied by the commission on the Filipino Language in order to develop a language that 

is widely used [4]. Malaysia wrote by  Wong Soak Koon (2004) that multicultural 

education and the teaching of Malaysian Literature in English is the problem of 

education and the national integration in Malaysia. It is contradiction. To understand 

the problem, teaching the literature is important to have the students’ discussion of 

identities [5]. 

Based on such matters, this study focuses on the role of language, especially 

learning foreign languages in ASEAN (including BIPA / Indonesian for Foreign Speakers) 

as a bridge of understanding between nations and bilateral cooperation to face the 

ASEAN Economic Community. 

 

METHOD 

Research Approach 

The study used a qualitative approach. Interpretation and meaning of each of data 

is important. The method used is descriptive. 

Participant 

The subject of this research was the students of BIPA (Indonesian Languages for 

Foreigners Speakers), specially the students from ASEAN countries, such as Thailand, 

Vietnam and Cambodia. The number of the students was eight consisting of  one 

student from Cambodia, Three from Vietnam, four from Thailand .  

Data Collection 

Data was collected through interview techniques, the results of the student essay, 

and questionnaires. Each data is indicated based on the criteria of the answer, the 

student perspective, and their viewpoints on ASEAN countries, the reason for learning 

a foreign language other than the language of the country, and the benefits of learning 

Indonesian Language and Culture for students. 

Data Analysis  

The stages of data analysis in this study refers to the qualitative stage that is 

include open coding (open coding), code axial, and selective code. In this study 

attempted obtain complete information through data collection methods defined and 

detailed process is then performed, checking, comparing, conceptualizing and 

categorizing. On stage axial coding results open reorganized by classifying the electoral 

process, the systematic screening of the core categories, improvement and development. 

The final stage of data analysis is to examine the validity of the data as suggested by 

Lexi Moleong (1998: 190). [6]. 

Data validity checking is done to see the level of scholarly research with the 

various elements that research results can actually be accounted for. Data validation is 

done by means of triangulation, expert discussions, and cross-check with the similar 

research.  As for the aspects used as indicators and analytical work carried out are: to 

explore the opinions and views of ASEAN students' understanding between countries in 

ASEAN, to determine the views of ASEAN students to the need to learn Foreign Language 

other than language (3) to determine BIPA learning concepts in an effort to 

internationalize Bahasa Indonesia, particularly in the ASEAN region, to obtain the final 



 

4
th

International Conference the Community Development in ASEAN ®2017  

 

96 
 

result of the concept of Cross-Cultural approach in language learning, especially BIPA 

through classification, category, identification.  

Characteristics, hypotheses and preparation of the body of knowledge based on 

the data obtained, so that practically can be used as knowledge and solving social and 

cultural issues related to the issue of intercultural and cross-cultural knowledge in 

learning Indonesian (BIPA). 

 

RESULTS 

The results showed  that  the exploration of opinions and views of ASEAN students' 

understanding between countries in ASEAN is the concept of understanding Friendlies. 

ASEAN countries must have an understanding and knowledge between countries. It is 

important to this understanding, especially in the field of economic growth and cultural 

cooperation. Further,   ASEAN should be stronger as a means of balancing the growing 

power of the new world and the changes between regions of the world. The economic 

aspect is said that by studying the languages of ASEAN, residents are able to try and 

get a job with good competition, especially skills and knowledge. It has since raised the 

ASEAN Economic Community. 

The view of the need for ASEAN students studying a foreign language other than 

the language is the cultural understanding and the desire to reproduce proficiency 

among ASEAN. One ASEAN language to be learned is Indonesian. The reason is that 

Indonesia is the largest country in ASEAN due to the number of population, area, 

cultural diversity and as a potential market for ASEAN. Indonesian has been studied in 

Thailand and Vietnam. Indonesian similarities and one family with Malay used in 

Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore. The vastness of the territory the use of Malay and 

Indonesia, the ASEAN students need to learn Indonesian through BIPA (Indonesian for 

Foreign Speakers) 

The concept of learning BIPA in the internationalization of Indonesian, especially 

in the ASEAN region is learning that emphasizes the oral and written communication 

skills for the purposes of cooperation between ASEAN countries, especially in the 

implementation of the ASEAN Economic Community.  In particular the development of 

materials teaching through readings that discuss social and cultural life of ASEAN 

countries, learning the language skills and cultural knowledge of ASEAN countries. 

Cross-Cultural Approach in language learning, especially BIPA was developed 

with the concept of "global village". Global Village is a concept that gives the sense of 

language as a vital tool in understanding and communicating with people from other 

cultures. BIPA (Indonesian for Foreign Speakers) with a cross-cultural approach in the 

form of language learning system to foreigners who used and understood within the 

socio-cultural context. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

In this study found some propositions about the role of foreign language learning, 

especially BIPA (Indonesian for Foreign Speakers) based on cross-cultural approach in 

intercultural relations in ASEAN: 

1. The role of language learning each ASEAN member countries as a foreign 

language will be supporting the goals and principles of ASEAN in regional resilience by 

promoting cooperation in politics, security, economy, social and cultural broader. 

2. Language as a bridge of cooperation and advancing the ASEAN identity as 

reinforcement great awareness of diversity and cultural heritage of the region. 

3. Development of learning BIPA in Indonesia as Indonesian arrested 

internationalization efforts by both the youth and ASEAN students to get more value in 

the business in the future. 
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CONCLUSION 

The results of this present research shows that language learning plays an 

important role in strengthening bilateral relations between nations, especially in 

ASEAN. Indonesian for Foreign Speakers developed in Indonesia was also instrumental 

in introducing the ASEAN students and learners to understand the Indonesian language 

as an important country in the region that has a lot of potential social, economic, 

political and cultural in the ASEAN region. Respondents may be aware of them by 

writing any aspects they know and the problem to solve.   
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