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The aims of this study are; 1) to identify the interest of students enrolling the Islamic 
Education Department, 2) to identify the student motivation at the Islamic Education 
Department Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto (Muhammadiyah University of 
Purwokerto) in academic year 2015/2016, 3) to know the student opinion in Islamic 
Education Department in joining the lecture at Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto 
Academic Year 2015/2016 
This research is a field research. It uses a qualitative approach. The subjects of the study 
are 47 students. The data are collected by interview, observation and questionnaires, 
while the data analysis uses qualitative descriptive analysis, and the approach of 
analysis uses inductive logic approach and percentages. To check the validity and 

correctness of the data, the researcher uses triangulation. 
The results showed that the interest and motivation of the students entering the Islamic 
Education Department is unyielding and high. It is proven from the results of 
questionnaires and interviews covering;   
The students show unyielding and high interest, covering; 1) 76% of the students want to 
become professional educators, 68% students studying in the department are driven by 
personal desire, 2) the interest to attend classes reached 82.9% and 72.3% among them 
actively followed the lecture, some 74.4% said that they actively respond to the material 
presented by lecturers and 82.9% always do the tasks assigned by the lecturer. 
The motivation to join the course; 1) 61.7% of the students were satisfied attending classes 
in the department because the lecturers are qualified and the knowledge is applicable, 2) 
76.6% attend the class due to calling of the soul, wishing to teach Islam to the people and 
demanding to be a beneficial human being for others. 
The student opinions about the teaching-learning process in the department; the 
respondents said it was already good because the course has been conducted in 

accordance with the academic rules, but it still needs some improvement. The students 
suggest that the lectures who come late be warned by the leader, and the fulfillment of 
academic facilities. 
 
Keywords: Interest, Motivation, Islamic Education Department 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Learning is a complex activity that involves the whole learning components 

including characteristics of learners (abilities, interests, motivation, attention, family 

background, and social background of students), the learning conditions, approaches 

and learning strategies, the competence of educators, learning objectives, media, the 

environment, the evaluation system, and many others. All of these components lead to 

successful learning. Hamalik (2008: 57) states "Learning is a combination that includes 

elements such as human, internal materials, academic facilities and procedures that 

influence each other to achieve the learning objectives." 

The interest and motivation of the students in learning are essential for the 

achievement of learning goals, even both the interest and motivation determine the 

success or failure of the students in learning. Interest can be interpreted as the stable 

tendency of soul upon something valuable for someone. Something that is valuable to 

someone is anything that is pursuant to his needs. Learners should learn according to 

their interests, which is not merely encouragement from outside. But, the most 

significant thing is the interest in accordance with their needs. 

William James as quoted by Usman (2003: 27) says that the interest of learners 

is the main factor that determines the degree of activeness of learning. According to 

Suryabrata (1999: 142), the factors that affect learning outcomes are classified into 

three, namely: factors from within, external factors, and instrument factors. The 
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internal factor is any factors that can influence the learning that comes from the 

students who are learning. These factors include: (a) the interests of the individual, 

which is an individual interest toward something. The high interest of learners causes 

their learning proses easier and faster (b) learning motivation among learners is not the 

same. The motivation to learn is influenced by several factors, among others: the ideals 

of learners, learning ability of the students, environmental conditions, dynamic 

elements in learning and teacher effort to teach the learners. Meanwhile, the external 

factors are factors that come from outside the learner that affect the learning process 

and results. One of these factors is the social environment. 

The instrument factor is any factors associated with learning tools such as 

curriculum, course structure, facilities and infrastructure of learning (learning media), 

as well as teachers as the instructional designers. 

While, the motivation is the impulse that arises from within and from outside that 

will affect the objectives that have been set forth. Learning is an activity that requires 

good motivation of the learners themselves or from outside the learners serving to 

encourage and focus on, so that learning will be managed effectively and efficiently. 

Thus, the motivation in the learning process is needed for the acceleration in achieving 

educational goals and learning effectively and efficiently. Learning in a wider sense can 

be defined as a process that allows the emergence or changing a behavior as a result of 

the formation of the main response, with the provision that the change or the emergence 

of the new behavior is not caused by their maturity, or by the temporary change by a 

certain case (Nasution, et al: 2003: 3) 

According to Sardiman Ridwan (2006: 200), the motivation to learn is the overall 

driving forces of the learners who lead their learning activities, which ensure the 

continuity of learning activities and provide direction on learning activities, so that the 

desired destination by a subject of study can be achieved. 

The Islamic Education Department in Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto 

(UMP) is one of the existing courses at the university whose goal is to score Islamic 

religious educators who are reliable, professional and competent in their field. So, this 

department seeks to equip students with a range of knowledge not only limited to those 

related to education (preparing students to become teachers of religion per se) but also 

provide the students with the upright religious teachings which are expected to be the 

student providion when they serve the community. Thus, the course has dual 

responsibilities which score religious experts and experts in teaching religious messages 

through education (being religious educators both in school and community).  

The students who admitted in the Islamic Education Department have various 

interests and motivations. There are students whose interest is high, because it has 

become their ideals to be religious educators—in accordance with their intention—and 

partly there are students who entered the department because their parents asked 

them—the parents are religious teachers. Such interests are very influential on the 

seriousness of the students in the study which is subsequently resulted in low 

achievement and result. 

The motivation of the students at the department also vary—it is understandable 

because of the differences  based on their family, social, and other capability 

background, which automatically make people different from one another. Some of the 

students have strong (intrinsic motivation), so that the students are serious in learning 

and it impacts on the achievement the made; otherwise, there are students whose 

motivation is lacking, they learn just because of family factors, following friends who 

eventually lead them to study without having intrinsic motivation. This condition drives 

the researchers to study about the interest and motivation of the students at Islamic 

Education Department, Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto Academic Year 

2015/2016. 
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B. Formulation of the Research 

 Based on the background above, the formulation of the problem is, "How are the 

student interest and motivation at Islamic Education Department of Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Purwokerto and how is the students opinion about studying at the 

department in Academic Year 2015/2016?” 

C. Previous Research 

Some previous research showed that the interest and motivation affect the 

successful learning of the students, so that the students who learn with high interest 

and motivation will be different with those who learn with the lack of interest and 

motivation. Interest is the tendency of the soul toward something which is valuable to 

someone. While, motivation is the impulse that arises from within and from outside 

ourselves that will affect the objectives that have been set forth. Learning is an activity 

that requires good motivation of the learner either from inside or outside which serves 

to encourage and focus so that learning will be managed effectively and efficiently. 

Sri Sukasni Research (2011) showed that there was a significant relationship 

between learning motivation and interest in becoming a teacher of the students at 

Mechanical Engineering Education in UNS (State University of Surakarta) in academic 

year 2011/2012. Aminah Ekawati Research (2014) concluded that the motivation 

affects the outcome of learning, interest influences on learning outcomes, and 

motivation together with interest influence on learning outcomes. 

The result of Setiyaningsih research (2012) was the majority of respondents have 

high interest in study at Midwifery Diploma III, which is 43 respondents (51.8%). The 

majority of respondents have a high motivation to learn as many as 46 respondents 

(55.4%). The majority of respondents have a GPA ranging from 2.76 to 3.50 as many as 

51 respondents (61.4%). The conclusion of this research is there is relationship between 

the interest of the students and their learning achievement (ρ: 0.652, significance 

0.000). There is a relationship between the learning motivation and academic 

achievement (ρ: 0.666, significance 0.000), and there is a correlation between the 

interest and motivation to learn and the student achievement (0.000 <0.05). 

The research by I K Sukada, W. Sadia, M. Yudana (2013) found that (1) the interest 

in learning mathematics contributed to the learning outcomes with a contribution of 

11.80%, (2) The student achievement motivation contributed to the results of students' 

mathematics learning with a contribution of 6.00%, (3) Logical intelligence of 

mathematics contributed to the learning outcomes with a contribution of 6.20%. (4). 

The variable of the student interest in earning, the student achievement motivation, and 

logical intelligence of mathematics contributed altogether significantly to the results of 

students' mathematics learning with a contribution of 26.6%. Based on these findings, 

it can be concluded that separately or together, there is a significant contribution to the 

interest, achievement motivation, logical intelligence of mathematics toward the results 

of students' mathematics learning courses at class XI IPA, IPB and IPS in State Senior 

Highschool 1 Kintamani, Bali. 

The research by Judith M. Harackiewicz and Chris S. Hulleman (2009) highlighted 

the strength of the student's motivation in learning engagement. In particular, this 

study presented the key role of situational environment that acts as a motivator. The 

research shows that the interest can be increased through manipulation or modification 

of certain aspects of the learning environment and contextual factors such as teaching 

strategies, presentation tasks, and structuring the learning experience. The current 

research is by Erma Yuni, I Komang Winatha, and Nurdin (2016) which showed that 

there is influence of the learning motivation and reading interest toward the student 

learning outcomes, because the motivation and interest play important ranks in the 

factors that influence the successful learning of the students besides other factors. 
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Meanwhile, there are several factors that affect the student interest and 

motivation to learn both the internal and external factors. The results of research by 

Keke T. Aritonang (2007) stated that the main factor affecting the interest and 

motivation to learn is how the teachers teach, teacher character, quiet and comfortable 

classroom atmosphere, and learning facilities.  The result of Rano Aditya Putra research 

(2011) was there are six factors that determine the student interest in management to 

entrepreneurship, namely (1) environmental factors, (2) factors of self-esteem, (3) 

opportunity factors, (4) personality factors, (5) the factors of vision, (6) the factors of 

income and confidence, and it is advised to the lecturers to always increase the student 

interest in entrepreneurship management. 

D. Research Method 

This Research is a field research. While, the approach used is qualitative research 

that is aimed at describing the integrity of the case to understand the meaning and 

symptoms appear, the condition of interest and motivation of students of Islamic 

Education Department in Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto. 

The subjects of the research are the students of the second semester of the 

academic year 2015/2016 in the Islamic Education Department of UMP. These new 

students are expected to obtain comprehensive data on their interests and motivations 

to enter the department, which will generate the different interest and motivation 

comparing with students from other courses. While, the data collection methods used 

are: observation; Interviews, Questionnaire and Documentation. 

Analysis of the data in this study uses a qualitative descriptive analysis, and the 

approach of analysis uses inductive logic approach and also the percentage. Checking 

the validity and correctness of the data uses a triangulation that checks the validity and 

accuracy of data with other data collection method or by informants. 

E. THE RESULTS OF RESEARCH  

The findings indicate that the student interest and motivation in Islamic 

Education Department of UMP in academic year 2015/2016 is very powerful and very 

high. This is gained from the results of the questionnaire from as many as 47 students 

and interview. The students showed great interest when they enter the department, with 

indicators covering; 1) the reason enrolling the course, 2) the interest to enroll the 

course, 3) active participation by students to attend lectures, and 4) the satisfaction of 

the students attending the lectures at the Islamic Education Department. 

The results of interviews with respondents showed that the interest and 

motivation of students entering the department is very strong and high which is proven 

when respondents were asked the reason why they entered the department. "In junior 

high school, I used to think of become a doctor, but when in high school, I was motivated 

to become an Islamic teacher,” an interviewee said. The similar response was given by 

another respondent, "The reason I enrolled this department: 1) I would like to learn the 

knowledge of Islam, 2) want to teach people about the practice of true religion, 3) the 

religious knowledge will be beneficial until the hereafter.” Meanwhile, other respondents 

said the reason they entered the department was by their own will. 

Meanwhile, when the respondents asked who encouraged them to enroll the 

department of, one of them said, "both personal will and parents." The same answer 

was given by respondents who stated, "from our own will and encouragement from 

parents as well." Furthermore, the answer submitted by other respondents was "I went 

to the department because of the encouragement and my own desire and also the parent 

permission." 

Further interviews are about whether the respondent is interested in enrolling the 

department and why they do so. One of the respondents answered, "I'm interested in 
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attending the department because one day it would be useful and become the provision 

to continue to educate the next generation". Meanwhile, other respondents expressed, 

"I’m interested in it, because I am happy with any topics about religion". The same 

answer was delivered also by other respondents who expressed, "I’m interest in, because 

it is fun especially for the subjects that I like." 

F. DISCUSSION 

The interest and motivation have a significant effect on the activity, attention, 

seriousness, pleasure, sense of responsibility and individual achievement in learning. 

Learning is a complex activity that involves all components of learning both from within 

the students themselves or from outside.  The interest and motivation to learn will 

positively affect a person's success in learning when the interest and motivation come 

from within the students who learn then being supported by outside factors such as 

parents, friends, and the their environment in which they live, and others. 

The findings indicate that the student interest and motivation enrolling at the 

Islamic Education Department are strong and high. It impacts on their attention, 

seriousness, joy and liveliness, a sense of responsibility to join the classes. Such interest 

and motivation are demonstrated by several indicators and the result of interview 

covering; 

1. There are 36 respondents (76.5%) who said the reason why they enter the course is 

they want to become a professional educator. This condition indicates the majority 

of respondents enrolling the department is in accordance with the mission stated by 

the Islamic Education Department. They also stated that they study in the 

department based on their own interest and motivation to learn the religion and to 

teach it to others.The condition was also strengthened by the answers to the 

questionnaire about the reason why the respondents entered the department;  32 

respondents (68.0%) said it was from personal will, which means the respondents 

enter the department  was not imposed from outside. The high and strong interest 

and motivation of the students are also proven from the interviews with the 

respondents about the reason why they enter the department; on average, they 

admitted that they want to learn the Islamic teachings and share the knowledge they 

obtained for the benefit of society. While, the information from which they know 

about the Islamic Education department is commonly from their family, which is 24 

respondents (51.0%). 

2. The interest of the student: the students also have a high interest in which there were 

39 respondents (82.9%) who expressed their interest and it was also supported by 

the results of interviews about whether the students have interest in attending the 

department and why.  The respondents answered they have interest, because the 

students want to learn about Islam and put it into practice by teaching Islam to 

others. The Students who are interested in joining the classes and supported by a 

strong urge from within them will make them strive with all their strength to achieve 

their wish and it will affect the achievement. 

 

The high interest of the students who entered in the department was also proven 

from their active involvement in attending the lectures. There were 28 respondents 

(59.6%) stating they always follow the classes, and as many as 34 respondents 

(72.3%) stated they always active during the classes. The results also corroborated 

by the results of interviews with the respondents about "Are you always come to 

classes and when you miss a lecture what is the reason?” The respondents said the 

always come to class. This is in accordance with the opinion of William James as 

quoted by Usman (2003: 27) that the interests of learners are the main factors that 
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determine the degree of activity of learning, so that students who have high interest 

and motivation will always be active to take the classes with their own awareness. 

The high student interest to study in the department was also indicated by the reason 

why they miss the class; 25 respondents (53.1%) said that they are absent from the 

classes because they have an urgent agenda, which means that the students really 

do not go to college because of reasons that can be accounted for. The results were 

also corroborated through interviews about whether they always come to class and 

when they are absent what is the reason. The respondents stated they always attend 

the classes, and they miss the classes only if they have urgent agenda or are sick, 

even they let the lecturers know if they would miss the class. 

3. The pleasure of the students in attending lectures in the department is reflected in 

the questionnaire that there were 30 respondents (63.8%) who claimed they are 

happy.The pleasure of attending the course was also corroborated by the results of a 

questionnaire about the reasons why they are excited following the lecture in the 

department. 29 respondents (61.7%) said it is due to the qualified, it makes them 

become better persons, the interesting courses and lecturers, and cool friends, 

complete facilities and applicative knowledge. 

4. The motivation of respondents following the lecture in the department was strong and 

high that is proven from the questionnaire; there were 36 respondents (76.6%) stating 

their motivation is due to the calling from the soul. The strong and high motivation of 

the students in the department is also corroborated by the results of interviews, in 

which they stated that the wanted to be a religious educators and to teach the religious 

belief to others. 

 

The motivation attending the department was also proven from the attention of the 

respondents to follow the lecture, take notes, ask when there are difficulties, and 

actively give response during the classes. 29 respondents (61.7%) admitted they pay 

attention during classes. Some 22 respondents (46.8%) said they often take notes. 35 

respondents (74.4%) said they ask when finding difficulties. 35 respondents (74.4%) 

actively respond any materials delivered by their lecturers. There were 39 respondents 

(82.9%) always do the tasks. 

5. The respondent opinion on the implementation of teaching-learning process in the 

department is good enough as it was expected although it still needs some 

improvement for the development of the study. The implementation of the learning-

teaching process in the department good enough to make the students much more 

active, more striving to meet with the study materials by self-learning. Lecturers are 

good enough, with only full classrooms needing to be addressed to make them more 

conducive to learn. 

6. The suggestions of the respondents to the implementation of the teaching-learning 

process are preferably during the classes the lecturers give an overview of the material 

which would be presented if the students were given the task for giving the 

presentation; the lecturers should verify the papers in advance, if they are really 

reliable then they are allowed to be presented; Students need to be accompanied by 

the lecturers to complete the lack of materials that have been delivered during the 

paper presentation. Some feedbacks from the respondents indicate that they actually 

have high interest and strong motivation. 

D. CONCLUSION OR IMPLICATION  
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1. The students has high and strong interest enrolling the Islamic Education 

Department, covering; 1) 76% students want to become professional educators, and 

68% of them go to the department due to personal desire, 2) there are 82.9% students 

having high interest to attend classes, and 72.3% of them always actively involved 

during the lectures, 74.4% respondents said they are often active giving response to 

the material presented by lecturers and 82.9% of the students always do the tasks 

assigned by the lecturer. 

2. The motivation following the lecture in the department; 1) the pleasure of attending 

the classes reached 61.7% by stating the lecturers are qualified and useful knowledge, 

2) the motivation to attend the classes was 76.6% due to the calling from their soul, 

willing to teach Islam to the people and wanting to be beneficial human being for 

people. 

3. The student opinions about the study process in the department: the respondents 

said it was good because the course has been conducted in accordance with the rules, 

and it needs only some academic improvement. The students suggest that the lectures 

who come late to classes are warned by the head of the department, and the 

department needs to fulfill some facilities to support the study process. 
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