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Abstract:  

The Nation Character Education is very important, one through Environmental Education 
in Elementary School. In Elementary School will determine the nature/ character of the 
nation in the future. The Environmental conditions are even more alarming arouses the 
concern of the authorities. The result of the study was the implementation of 
Environmental Education in Batu in cooperation between the Department of Education 
and Culture with the Environment Agency. It forms as a stand-alone subject. 
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Characters are defined differently by different source. Some of them mentioned 

that the character is a subjective assessment toward the quality of moral and mental, 

while others stated that the character is a subjective assessment of the quality of mental 

only, so that the efforts to change or to form the character is only concerned with the 

intellectual stimulation of a person (encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com, 2004) . Coon 

(1983) defines the character is as a subjective assessment of the personality of a person 

related to personality attributes that may or may not be accepted by the society. 

According to Wynne (1991) the word comes from the Greek meaning "to mark" and 

focuses on how to apply the value of goodness in the form of action or behavior. 

Therefore, someone who behaves dishonest, cruel or greedy is stated as a bad character, 

while those who behave honestly, prefer to say as a good character. 

Meanwhile, according to Aristotle, character is closely related to "habit" or an 

activity that is done regularly. According to Berkowitz (1998), the habit of doing good 

does not always guarantee that the man who had been accustomed to them consciously 

appreciated to the importance of character values or valuing. For example someone who 

is used to tell the truth for fear of being penalized, and then it could be that this person 

does not understand the high moral values of that honesty. Therefore, character 

educations need also an emotional aspect. Lickona (1992), stated that this component 

is called "desiring the good "or a desire of doing a good thing. 

Dorothy Rich (1997) mentioned that there are values, abilities and inner engines 

which could be learned by children and it plays a very important role to be success in 

school and in the future. He believes that it can be learned and taught by parents and 

teachers, which is called Mega skills, they are as follows: 

1.  confidence; 

2.  motivation; 

3.  effort; 

4.  responsibility;  

5.  initiative; 

6.  perseverance; 

7.  caring;  
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8.  team work;  

9.  common sense; 

10.  problem solving, and  

11.  focus on the purpose.  

Reported by the Chicago Tribune in Megawangi (2002), the US Department of 

Health and Human Services mentioned about some risk factors of the failure happened 

on children. The risk factors were not the child's cognitive ability but on the ability of 

the child's psychosocial, especially emotional and social intelligence that includes: 

1.  confidence,  

2.  self-control,  

3.  cooperation,  

4.  socialization,  

5.  concentration,  

6.  empathy, and  

7.  comunication skill. 

In this character education, Lickona (1992) emphasized the three importance 

components of good character; they are moral knowing, moral feeling, and moral. Those 

are needed, so that students are able to understand, feel and do the virtues.  

Moral Knowing.  There are six matters as a purpose of moral knowing, such as: 1) 

moral awareness, 2) knowing moral values, 3) perspective taking, 4) moral reasoning, 

5) decision making and 6) self-knowledge.    

Moral Feeling.  There are six matters as emotional aspects should be able to face in a 

case of being a good character person. They are 1) conscience, 2) self-esteem, 3) 

empathy, 4) loving the good, 5) self-control and 6) humility. 

Moral Action.  This is the outcome of two other character components. To encourage 

someone to act morally, so this is important to consider to another three aspects, these 

are:  

1) competence, 2) will and 3) habit. 

Ratna Megawangi as an initiator character education in Indonesia has 

arranged a good character which is really worthy to be taught to the students. So, 

those characters are called as nine pillars:  

1. Love Allah and loyalty. 

2. Responsibility, self reliance, and discipline. 

3. Reliability. 

4. Respect and obedience. 

5. Caring, empathy, and cooperation. 

6. Confidence, creative, and enthusiasm. 

7. Justice and leadership. 

8. Kindness and humility. 

9. Tolerance and peacefulness. 
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From the description above, characters try how the national character education 

development through environmental education at the basic education level, because in 

Basic Education is the basis of character building for our students. Day by day, the 

condition of our environment is very worried; on the other hand, the human concern 

toward environmental sustainability is going to be decreased. 

Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by [reason of] what the 

hands of people have earned so He may let them taste part of [the consequence of] what 

they have done that perhaps they will return [to righteousness](Surat ar-Rum, 30:41). 

The meaning of verses to illustrate how closes the relation between human attitudes 

and whether it is really sustainably or not the environment in which humans live. The 

balance of the ecosystem which will affect human survival is an absolute prerequisite 

for creating a life of harmony in all aspects social, economic or cultural. Integrality and 

holistic development is an ideal step in creating harmony and balance of the natural 

ecosystem. In fact, the development is directed more emphasis on the economic aspects 

of an-sich and ignores the values of humanity. The viewpoint of natural environment 

(ecosystem) can be divided into two class; the view immanent (holistic) and 

transcendent. Based on a holistic view, people can separate themselves from the 

surrounding biophysical systems, such from animals, plants, rivers and mountains, but 

they feel their functional relationship with the biophysical factors, so that it formed a 

unity socio- biophysics. In the view of the transcendent, ecologically life is part of the 

environment, people feel detached from the environment, the environment is considered 

as a resource that was created to be exploited as much as possible (Iskandar, 2001) 

Today there are four global issues concerning environmental conservation agenda 

(Indra Ismawan, 1999), four issues, namely: 

a)  Pollution; among others, air pollution, acid rain, climate change, water pollution, 

pollution due to chemicals, industrial waste, nuclear waste, and so on; 

b)  Natural resources; among others the issue of deforestation, the loss of genetic 

resources, soil erosion and desertification, the problems of degraded land, 

destruction of marine resources, degradation of land capability, loss of agricultural 

lands, and so on 

c) Urban; including the use of land in major cities, environmental sanitation, clean 

water, management of urban growth, social welfare and education, the environment 

and bad housing, greening in a big city, and so on; 

d) Management; include monitoring and reporting, investment analysis, cost-benefit 

analysis (cost-benefit analysis), cost effectiveness (cost effectiveness), risk analysis, 

also includes the EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) in a project. 

To face the conditions of education, especially at the elementary level, it is trying 

to implement the lesson to be integrated with the values of national character, which 

includes: 

-  Religious: the attitudes and behavior in carrying out the teachings of his religion, 

tolerance for the practice of religion of others, and live in harmony with other faiths. 

-  Honest: the behavior which is based on his efforts to make himself as a person who 

always believed in words, actions, and deeds. 

-  Tolerance: the attitudes and actions that respects the differences of the religion, 

race, ethnicity, opinions, attitudes, and actions of others who are different from 

themselves. 

- Discipline: measures indicating orderly behavior and comply with various rules and 

regulations. 
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- Hard work: behaviors that indicate an earnest effort to overcome various barriers 

to learning task and complete the task as well as possible. 

-  Creative: thinking and doing something to generate new ways or the result of 

something that has been held. 

-  Independent: attitudes and behaviors those are not easy to depend on others to 

complete tasks. 

-  Democratic: how to think, to behave and to act the same rights and obligation 

toward himself and others. 

-  The spirit of nationality: this way of thinking, acting, and positioning of the interests 

of the nation above personal interest and his group. 

-  Nationalism: the way of thinking, to act and to doing the loyalty, caring, and high 

appreciation of the nation, the physical environment, social, cultural, economic, 

and political. 

-  Rewarding achievements: the attitudes and actions of supporting himself to 

produce something useful for the community recognize and respect other people's 

success. 

-  Communicative: actions that show a sense of fun to talk, hang out, and work 

cooperatively with others. 

- Love peace: attitudes, words and actions that cause others to feel happy and secure 

on the presence of him. 

- Love to read: habits take time to read the various readings are on virtue for him. 

-  Care for the Environment: the attitudes and actions which always seek to prevent 

damage to the natural environment surrounding and develop efforts to repair the 

environmental damage that has occurred. 

-  Social Care: attitudes and actions always wanted to help other people and 

communities in need. 

- Curiosity: attitudes and actions are always working to know more deeply and widely 

of something which were learned, seen, and heard 

- Responsibility: the attitude and behavior of people to carry out duties and 

obligations, he should do, to everyone, community, environment, country and the 

Almighty God. 

Environmental problems are moral problems, and about behavioral problems. Life 

environment is not only a technical problem. Similarly, global ecological crisis that we 

are experiencing today is a moral issue; it is a globally moral crisis. Therefore, it needs 

to ethics and morality to overcome. Unquestionably that various environmental cases 

that occurred today, both at the global and national scope, largely sourced from human 

behavior. According to Arne Naess (Sonny Keraf, 2006), today's environmental crisis can 

only be resolved by a shift in perspective and human behavior towards nature is 

fundamentally and radically. What needed is, a lifestyle or a new lifestyle not only on 

individuals, but also the culture of society as a whole. That is, the required 

environmental ethics that guides humans to interact in new universe. It can be said 

that the global environmental crisis that we are experiencing today is actually rooted in 

the fundamental philosophical mistake in the understanding or the human perspective 

about themselves, nature, and man's place in the whole ecosystem. In the turn to this 

error perspective spawned erroneous behavior towards nature. Humans mistakenly 

viewed nature and mistakenly put themselves in the context of the universe. This is the 

beginning of all the environmental disaster we are experiencing now. Therefore, 

understanding must also involves understanding the perspective and human behavior 

in interacting both with nature and with other human beings in the entire ecosystem. 

In this errors perspective sourced from ethical anthropocentrism, which figure out a 

man as the center of the universe, and the only man that has a value, while nature and 

everything on it just a means of satisfying the interests and needs of human life. 
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Modern society, need to protect the quality of the environment, biodiversity, and 

way of life. The effective mechanisms are needed including strict regulations, incentives, 

penalties, environmental monitoring, and assessment. Basic values of our society today 

often are materialistic. On its change it takes a comprehensive approach and 

complementary, Wens in Indrawan, 2007.  Environmental ethics must be socialized to 

the people in Indonesia. If our society aware of and adheres to the principles of 

environmental ethics, the environment preservation and maintenance of biodiversity 

can run very well. 

The principles of environmental ethics have been proven by many traditional 

cultures that exist in our country, they have managed to blend with the environment, 

has been achieved harmony with the nature in centuries. In the traditional culture of 

ethical and societal norms have encouraged individual or individuals to be responsible 

and use natural resources efficiently. This condition should serve as an example and 

also a priority for today's modern society, which is reflected in the fact that the greed of 

human behavior that causes environmental damage. In anthropocentrisms approach 

can be argued that man's view on the environment put the interests of human (economic 

interests, exploration and exploitation excessive natural resources) on the environment 

at the center. 

Environmental Economic experts indeed have developed a method for calculating 

the environmental economic value, but the value was only a potential value, 

replacement value or also commonly referred to as a shadow value (shadow price), such 

as the value of biodiversity, genetic (germ plasma) which can be used as a raw material 

medicines. Difficulties magnified by the distance of time and space between action and 

impact, while the benefits of change can be enjoyed immediately. 

 

2. The society life attitude, definitely say that culture affects human behavior on the 

environment. Actually, humans have thoughts to live in harmony with their 

environment, or nature both in terms of religion and culture. These thoughts which 

are as the basis for the development of environmentally sound. The attitude to life that 

is fully oriented towards materialism will create a human to be greedy. As though fully 

be possessed. For example, forests are exploited for the economic interests of their 

emergence as such without considering:  

(a) The purpose of future generations in the context of economic and environmental 

sustainability, and  

(b)  The purpose of saving the forest itself. 

The attitude of some people who are greedy is a paradoxical attitude of living 

religion teaches that man lives in simple. Religion presents to provide guidance and the 

right path for people. So that religious leaders today should be required to provide 

teaching rooted regarding environmental safety life. 

Argumentation ethics is a valid reason, to protect environmental sustainability 

and biodiversity. The arguments are arising from the foundations of the various 

religions, philosophies, and cultures that can be understood by most members of the 

society. The arguments to conserve the environment and biodiversity can touch and 

instinct good side of people. Arguments arouse from respect for life, nature, weakness, 

a sense of beauty, uniqueness, beauty of the world living, and believe in the creation 

and greatness of God. People are often able to receive; at least most people can consider 

these arguments in the order of their beliefs, Callicott’s opinions (M. Idrawan, 2007) 

Environmental education should be able to enhance the integration of knowledge 

attitudes and behavior in dealing with problems arising from nature (earthquakes, 

volcanic eruption, etc.), with the damage or loss due to the behavior of living creatures, 

including humans. To reach the above Department of Education and Culture in 
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collaboration with the Environmental Agency, try to implement the Environmental 

Education in all elementary schools in Batu-East Java. 

METHOD 

This research was descriptive-Qualitative; the research aims to describe the 

information regarding the status of existing symptoms, symptoms according to what 

their circumstances. The results of the data are describing the problems that would be 

focus used of research. The qualitative purpose is to explain that the nature of the data 

and research results are described not in the form of numbers, but in the form of 

sentences or in accordance with the objective conditions of the problems that are the 

focus of the research. Qualitative research according to Bogdan and Taylor in Moleong 

(2000: 66) is a research procedure that produces descriptive data in the form of words 

written or spoken from person to person which can be conducted. Related to this 

research, it has purpose to collect the information about the development of the nation’s 

character through environmental education in elementary education. 

The study was conducted on elementary school in Kota Batu in the academic year 

2010/2011. The techniques of data collection used in this research were a). in-depth 

interviews, aims to collect information on national character education through the 

education of natural environment, b). Observation, field data collection techniques 

through a careful observation, where researchers looked at the direct research activities 

that had been studied (Moleong 2005: 121). Thus it can be understood that the 

observation is a technique used in collecting data by focusing all the attention to an 

object of research by using all the senses. Researchers conducted observations on: 1). 

teaching activities used by the teacher in teaching environmental education, 2). 

student’s activities in participating educational learning activities of natural 

environment, c). documentation: This technique is used to reinforce and complement 

the data from the interviews. This technique is used to collect data from the Ministry of 

Education and Principal, about curriculum, modules and other records that related to 

the natural environment education in elementary school. Conclusions or verification is 

a process of inspection, testing correctness of the data that has been collected by 

analyzing. Each of the collected data is analyzed and verified then be deduced to find 

patterns or meaningful themes according to the research focus. The data analysis 

process can be described as follows: 
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Source: Adapted from the model of Miles & Hubermas. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The Organizers of National Character Education Development through 

Environmental Education in Elementary Schools 

The organizers National Character Education Development through 

Environmental Education in elementary School in Batu, held mainly cooperation 

between the Department of Education and Culture and the State Environmental Agency 

of Batu. The cooperation of the preparation of learning materials has been started since 

2008. Cooperation between the Department of Education and Culture with the living 

Environment Office which has been done not only in composing the curriculum but also 

in organizing Adi Wiyata School. In 2011 State Elemntary School Tulung Rejo 4 Batu 

became a national champion of Adi Wiyata Award trophy from the Minister of the 

Environment. In 2012 is planned to follow the independent Adi Wiyata school which the 

Award is directly from the President of the Republic of Indonesia. 

 

The implementation of Environmental Education in Elementary Schools 

The implementation stands alone as a subject that it is not integrated to several 

subjects. There were an available teachers specialized in teaching Environmental 

Education in elementary Schools, including the available modules. Environmental 

education is mandatory throughout the State Elementary School, Private Elementary 
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Schools and Madrasah Ibtida'iyah in Batu. There are some 85 schools. The teachers 

have been in a special training to be a teacher of environmental education subject. 

Environmental Education is one the subject of the local curriculum in addition to 

English, and the Java language. 

The material which is developed in environmental education, are as follows: (1). 

Cleaning and taking care of themselves, (2). Washing hands using soap, (3). 

environmentally conscious, (4). Save energy, (5). Eaters of carbon dioxide, (6). Water, 

(7). the bathrooms and toilets were clean and healthy, (8). Diarrhea and germ transfer 

cycle, (9). Back to nature, (10). Healthy food: not containing addictive substances, (11). 

Disaster is being a blessing, (12). the cultivation of orchids, (13). snacks, and meals that 

full of nutritious, (14). composting, (15) Prevention of malaria and dengue fever. 

 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

CONCLUSIONS 

The implementation of National Character Education Development through 

Environmental Education in Elementary School (SD) in Kota Batu in a collaboration 

between the Department of Education and Culture with the Environment Agency. The 

implementation of Environmental Education held throughout the State Elementary 

School (SDN), Private Elementary Schools (SDS) and Madrasah Ibtida'iyah that there 

are 85 existing schools in Batu and it stands-alone as subjects compulsory for all 

elementary school level. 

SUGGESTION 

The next implementation of Environmental Education in order to get the 

development of National Character Education wanted more involving official agencies, 

such as: Forestry, Agriculture, BKKBN, etc. It needed to increase teacher’s knowledge 

especially for Environmental Education subject with the values of the nation's 

character. Schools should enhance cooperation with parents in order to realize what 

has been designed in the curriculum as well as the existing modules, because the 

character education is a habit. So that, the cooperation between school, family, and 

community becomes the important key in realizing the character education to our 

students. 
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