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ABSTRACT 

The process of learning in school today is more emphasis on strengthening the character 
education. The learner’s character is basically already owned. Furthermore, how the 

school is able to strengthen the character that is already owned by the child become a 
habit in their attitudes and daily behavior. Character education is oriented on three 
aspects, class-based, school-based and community-based culture. This study is devoted 
to the classroom-based character education. Character education done by the teachers is 
such as by the use of language during the educational process in the classroom. This 
paper is the observation of the author while accompanying the college students do the 
teaching practice for one week in elementary school. The result of the observations 
indicates that the educative speech acts committed by the teachers during the learning 
process is not maximized. Therefore, this article provides problem solving on how the 
attitude of teachers’ speech during the learning process in order to provide reinforcement 
of character and competence of the learners from the aspect of intellectual, social, 
emotional, spiritual, and cultural. 
 

Introduction 

In the classroom teaching and learning process, communicating activity cannot 

be circumvented. Communication is the realization of the interaction between teachers 

and learners in the classroom, both verbal and nonverbal. Verbal Communication uses 

language as a medium to deliver the message while nonverbal communication uses 

gesture and body movement in order to reinforce the message to be conveyed (DeVito, 

1997: 177). Etymologically communication comes from the Latin communicatio, whose 

root is communis, meaning 'similar' in the sense of 'common sense'. Communication 

takes place when there is a similarity of meaning between people who do this on a matter 

that is communicated. By doing so, the communication is communicative, that there is 

an understanding and exchange on the role of the communication participant. As for 

the terminology, communication is the process of delivering a statement of one person 

to another (Djamarah, 2014: 12). However, in the development of the current education, 

the students also have the opportunity to express things as known information and 

acquisition. It all depends on the learning process that is conditioned by the teacher to 

the learners. 

Searle (in Schiffrin, 2007: 70) states that the speech act is a basic unit of 

communication. As part of the underlying communication takes place, then the 

existence of the speech act is considered very important. According to Austin (1962) who 

first introduced the speech act theory states that speak does not simply give a 

statement, but it includes an action. Speech that is intended to act by Austin is called 

perfomative uterance and speech that are notifying called constative utterances. 

Furthermore, Searle (1983) states that in the practice use of language, there are three 

kinds of speech acts, namely 1) locution acts, 2) illocution acts, and 3) perlocution acts. 

Locutions acts is a speech acts with words, phrases, and sentences within the meaning 

of the referenced (the act of saying something); illocution acts is an act of doing 

something with a purpose and a specific function (the act of doing something); and 
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perlocution is a speech acts that fostering influence on the hearer (the act of affecting 

someone). 

In a variety of books that explain the speech act theory (speech acts), two aspects 

of acts, namely locution and perlocution received less attention. Instead, illocutionary 

got the attention of researchers. This is because the illocutionary acts have a pragmatic 

power that needs to be further interpreted by the hearer based on the context of the 

speech that surrounds.  

Related to the speech functionality, Searle (1983) divided illocutionary acts into 

five forms. The five forms of speech based on the function is as follows: 1) assertive, the 

speech form that bind the  speaker on the proposition expressed, 2) directive, the speech 

form that invites the hearer to act as the speakers intended, 3) expressive, the speech 

form that states or shows psychological attitude of the speakers towards a state, 4) 

commissive, the speech form which bind the speaker to do something, as stated, and 5) 

declaration, the speech form that connecting the contents of the speech with reality.  

In relation with the classroom learning, how a teacher uses speech act properly to 

grow, develop, establish and hang learners in cognitive, affective and psychomotor. 

Therefore, I propose a view how to implement the educational dimension of speech acts 

in learning. The significance of this paper is to describe the form of educative dimension 

speech acts in the classroom as well as explain the use of educational dimension speech 

acts in the classroom.  

 

Theoretical Background 

To explain the problem set by the authors as mentioned previously, the theory 

used as a base of the background is the theory of speech acts by Austin (in Searle, 

1983), the function of speech acts (Searle, 1983), the essence of education (Suhartono, 

2007), educational value (Elmubarok, 2008), as well as classroom learning (Djamarah, 

2010). 

In this discussion the authors start from the educative understanding attached to 

speech acts utterances. The nature of the speech act has been described previously, 

how is the educational dimension of speech acts? Instructive word is the adjective often 

used to describe a noun. Based on Indonesian Dictionary (2008), educative means: (1) 

didactic, (2) with respect to education. Some words that merge with education such as 

educational games, educational interaction, educative show, educational 

communication, and explain the nouns merged with a meaning of educating nature or 

providing educational value. For example 'educational games', which is something that 

used to play that provide educational benefits, such as to educate a kid to be smart, 

tolerance, working together, physically healthy, responsible, resilient, and so forth. 

Similarly, the need for educational interaction in learning. Purpose of the 

educational interaction is the interaction with the conscious aim to change the behavior 

and actions of the person / learner (Djamarah, 2010: 11). In this case the teacher to 

condition their active relationships with their students during the learning process in 

order to achieve the goal of education is expected. The educative speech acts is 

utterances which speakers conveyed to the hearer containing educational function. The 

function of language as a means of educating is intended by the educator. To that end, 

the teacher’s educative speech act in the classroom is the use of speech by the teacher 

in the learning process functioned to educate.  

The terms educate and teach is the verbal form attached to the teacher in the 

learning process in the classroom. The role of teachers as educators is more to the efforts 

on guiding students in learning attitudes and values; while the role of the teacher as a 

teacher is more to assist the students in learning knowledge. However, both are in the 

frame of education. Suhartono (2007: 78) asserts that education is always inherent in 

human beings; in which always encourages developing all the existing potential in 

human beings toward adulthood, intelligence and maturity themselves. Suhartono 
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(2007: 90) mentions three intelligences that need to be achieved in the education of 

children, namely (1) spiritual intelligence, (2) intellectual, and (3) emotional intelligence. 

In addition to the three intelligences, may be added to the three potential that needs to 

be developed in children namely, social, cultural, and moral. These aspects are an 

educational dimension that needs to be invested and developed in the children in the 

learning process through the teacher’s speech acts. 

Teachers’ Educative Speech Acts in Learning 

How to realize the above educational dimension through speech teachers during 

learning in the classroom? Return to the basis of speech act theory, that language is the 

act or acts shown by speech. In a teacher speech in the learning process, of course, it 

represents the various actions that need to be realized, both by teachers and learners. 

All three forms of speech acts, locution, illocution, and perlocution shown in the 

following conversation quote.  

(1) Teacher : Good Morning Kids. (A) Alhamdulillah this morning you are all 

in a        good health so that you can learn in the classroom well. (B) Today we'll 

learn about plants, especially flowers. (C) Is there any of you who have a flower 

plant? (D) 

Student 1 : Yes Mam, A rose. (e) 
Teacher : Yes, that’s good. (f) 

Student 2 : I have a frangipani, Mam. (g) 

Teacher : Yes, excellent. (h) 

Student 3 : I have mango, Mam. (i) Now, they are efflorescing. (j) 

Teacher         : Yes, you are smart, Rio. (K) Well, this time we will discuss about 
flower of a plant commonly used for decoration. (L) Usually this 

plant has no fruit like flowers of the mango plant such as 

exemplified by Rio. (M) Like a rose, frangipani flower, hibiscus, 

daffodils. (N) I brought four flowers that I mentioned earlier. (O) 

We will learn the components of them. (P) I will show you and 

you will later pay attention to my explanation… (q) 

 
Quotations of speech (1) describe the use of third speech acts, namely locutions 

(a-d), illocutionary (b, c, d, l, m, o, p, q) and perlocution. In locutions, teachers express 

something which here means as the form is referenced. The teacher start the learning 

by using the locutions 'good morning kids' which here means hopefully the children is 

well-being on the morning at the start of the learning (a). Quotations of speech (b) the 

teacher used the word “Alhamdulillah” is an idiom for expressing gratitude that the 

children, that the student is in good health so that they can learn well. Similarly, the 

speech (c) which states meaning that children will learn the plants, especially flowers. 

Based on these locutions speech, the teacher uses social, cultural, spiritual 

educative dimensions speech acts. Social educational values developed by the teachers 

to the children are that by greeting in every meet (good morning) and pray for others. 

Greet and pray habit must be remain built and conditioned, both from the teachers to 

the children, and the children to the teachers and also among friends. Spiritual 

educational value also appears in the speech of teachers “Alhamdulillah” which here 

means express gratitude to God as the creator of human beings who have provided 

health care for the students so they can learn well. 

Similarly, subsequent utterances that indicate the presence of intellectual 

development, the child is able to abstract a concept submitted by the teachers so that 

they can respond to the teacher's questions (e, g). Illocution acts in which states the 

action to explain (b) and ask (c) can be accepted and understood by the children well; 

so that the children are able to be moved (effect) to perform an act of attention and 

praised his hand to answer a teacher's question. The power influence of a speech made 

by this boy is perlocution. Perlocution in a learning action can be either physical, verbal 

actions, attitudes or actions. In the example previously, perlocution is realized in the 
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three acts. When the children raise their hands to respond to questions of teachers, the 

children performs a physical actions; when the children blurt out answers verbally 

without lifting a hand is a verbal action, and when the children approve, justify, or 

accept the teacher's explanation about the flower crops so that there is an action 

attitudes in their self that capable of perception. 

Another instructive speech acts that appear on the quotations of data (1) is the 

act of praising. 'Yes good', yes, excellent', 'yes, you're smart Rio'. Praising is a narrative 

that describes the psychological speakers against a rosy picture, proud. Education 

values embedded to the learners is social and emotional aspects. Teachers’ educative 

speech acts also appear in the following quotation.  

(2) Teacher : Class, pay attention to the image that I attach on the board. (a) 

What is the picture? Please raise your hand my brave child! (b) 

Student 1 : A child is reading a book. (c) 

Student 2 : Me, Mam (d) children are reading books in the park. (d) 
Teacher : Yes, good. (e) 

Student 3 : Brother and sister are reading, and the brother teaches the sister 

to read. The place is in the town square, Mam. 

Teacher    : Yes Sita, good. Sita has a complete explanation, hasn’t she ... (g) 

Is there anyone else? (H) Well, your answer is all fine. (I) 

However, Sita’s answer is more complete and accurate. (J) This 
is a picture of children who are reading, they are a brother and 

sister. (K) Her brother tries to explain the meaning of the text 

that is not understood by his sister. (L) Well, kids, is there 

anyone of you who also love to read? (M) 

 
Quotation (2) describes the use of illocutionary speech acts (a-b), which is a speech 

act uttered for requesting a response or action from the students. The student’s 

response is in the form of attitudes and attention to the image and identifies the content 

of observed images. The teacher’s speech is more to invite the children to be actively 

involved in the learning process. The teacher’s educative speech acts includes building 

children's character the courage to argue (b) "Please raise your hand my brave child ". 

The students is considered to be the teacher‘s own child. With such attitude from the 

teachers, makes the students to be bold in answering the teacher’s question.  

The teachers educative speech acts that build social and emotional character of 

the child is also grown in the form of a compliment (e) and (g). The teacher praises 

"excellent" to each student statement. It is intended as a form of appreciation of 

students’ participation during the learning process. The teacher’s speech act also 

reflects on the attitude of tolerance and democracy, by giving an equal opportunity for 

all students to be actively involved during the learning (h). Furthermore, from the overall 

responses of the students, the teacher provides reinforcement and explanation of the 

proper image. However, the teacher does not blame the students' thinking. At the end, 

the teacher’s speech acts digs and strengthen the character of the children to love 

reading. It has a meaning that with reading, children will have a broad knowledge and 

develop good reasoning power.  

With an educational speech, teachers are able to build the students’ wide range 

of characters who wish to grown and strengthened, such as the character of critical 

thinking, dare to argue, respect the opinion of friends, praising the good attitude, make 

friends, and so on. If the teacher's educational speech acts is developed and 

implemented continuously in the classroom and is ongoing, it will grow a positive 

attitude in the students. 

What if a teacher uses speech acts such as quote (3) below. 

(3) Teacher : Mom noticed you do not really follow my explanation. You do not 

seem to have the spirit. Exam is soon. If your test scores drop, what are you 

going to be? Do you want to continue your lesson today? 
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      Student : It is all up to you. 

 
If we consider the utterances (3) it appears that there is a disappointment in 

teachers themselves in regards the attitudes of students when following the lesson. The 

teacher’s disappointment is delivered in front of the children. The teacher does not try 

to introspect why the students are less excited while following the lesson; whether the 

teacher has to explain well?; whether the teacher has prepared a suitable learning 

media?; whether the teacher has opted a suitable learning methods? and so on. The 

teacher speech acts that are not educative is basically driven more on the emotional 

attitude of the teacher when say it. Speech acts reflects the current person’s mental 

attitude. However, during the learning process in the classroom or teaching and learning 

in schools, the teacher should be able to control the emotional attitude well.  

Conclusion 

The use of educational speech act in the classroom, either from a low level of 

education, such as in kindergarten and elementary school to college is very important. 

It is intended to build, establish, and develop values, basic attitudes, and knowledge 

from one's early. Educational dimension that needs to be developed in the child includes 

the spiritual, intellectual, social, emotional, and moral. These aspects once grew and 

formed in a person must always be cared for, maintained and developed constantly. 

This can be done in a tripartite education, namely the family, school, and community. 

School as one of the institutions that was mandated in education that makes up the 

intelligence and personality of the child shall be well liable. The teachers assigned as a 

subject in the implementation of the learning process is able to realize the objectives of 

the educational institutional. The teacher’s speech act does not only take place in the 

classroom, but also in schools and communities.  
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